CHAPTER   X

THE SECOND WORLD WAR: SECOND PHASE

I-H ROM the signing of the armistice to the Allied landings, the French

rwar drama was played on several planes. France could be liberated
only by the establishment of an anti-German coalition and that
coalition's victory; she was to be saved by the tenacity of England, by
Russia's entrance into the war, by the intervention of the United States
and by her own resistance elements working as a team with the Allies.
On the internal level, the so-called Vichy Government was subject to
constant enemy pressure. As long as the French could hope that Marshal
Petain was playing a waiting game, the majority respected him; each time
the Government spoke of collaborating with the enemy, the regime be-
came unpopular. The forces of the occupation, already detested as such,
little by little infuriated the French by the cruelty of the Gestapo, by the
execution of hostages, by deportations and by anti-Semitic persecutions.
By way of internal resistance, a secret army and information network had
been set up immediately after the armistice. By harassing die enemy, by
transmitting information to the Allies, by abetting the escape of English
and American aviators, later by force of arms, the French Resistance
contributed to the ultimate victory. Then there were the Free French,
the first name given by General de Gaulle to his London organiza-
tion, which he later called the Fighting French. Having the British
radio at his disposal, he heartened the French and thus gained manifest
prestige among them. He kept French troops in the war alongside
the English, won the adherence of several French colonies (Chad, the
Cameroons, etc.) and, in 194.3, was to become the head of a provisional
Government Finally, there was North Africa. There the armistice
had permitted the continued existence of a French army, which clan-
destinely preserved its weapons and watched over its fitness. An
autonomous North African resistance movement got in touch with the
Americans and made possible their 1942 landings, the first step towards
liberation.

On the world plane, the sequence of events is well known. After the
defeat of the Franco-British armies, a German invasion of England was
to be expected. But Hitler did not have the equipment necessary for this
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